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Superintendent’s Student Cadre Zoom Meeting Minutes 

September 30, 2020   
 
I. Welcome/Introductions/What is one big question you have for this year? The group 
introduced themselves.  They gave their grade and their one big question for this 
year…below (with answers). 
 

• Will we be in person the entire year or not?  That is the million dollar question.  Dr. 
Burdick didn’t have an answer for this.  She did let the students know that every 
Thursday, for one and a half hours, she’s in a zoom meeting with the Maricopa 
County Department of Public Health (along with other Superintendents).  The 
questions they’ve submitted to the MCDPH are answered in this zoom meeting.  
CCUSD’s nurses are also sending in questions and are in contact with the 
epidemiologists as well.   

• How many cases will it take to close a class/school and go back to distance 
learning?  There are 1,835 students at CSHS – there are 4 positive cases – that’s 
less than 1% of the population.  There is no instance where the two cases (two 
separate students) intersected – no lunch room, no bus, no classes together, no 
bathroom use.  MCDPH definition of an outbreak is 2 cases.    
HYPOTHETICALLY…if there were 4 cases in 1 classroom – that class may go 
online.  We have to look at all factors and take direction from MCDPH.  
HYPOTHETICALLY…if there are 2 classes and 5 cases for each class, MCDPH 
MAY put those classes back in distance learning.  We would take our direction 
from MCDPH.  We have asked them their number (for closing a school/class).  
They cannot give us a number because there are too many factors to take into 
account.  

 
Dr. Burdick added that the students’ job is to wear their masks.  Another responsibility 
is to wipe down their desk before they leave class or upon entering the class – 
whatever your teachers have asked you to do.  At the end of the day, the classrooms 
and all common areas (lunchroom, bathrooms, etc.) are sprayed down with sanitizer 
or an electrostatic machine is used to disinfect.  The mist sprayers’ solution lays on 
the surface for 10 minutes and disinfects.  Dr. Burdick added that it’s difficult to know 
what is happining over the weekends and after school.  Students need to be 
responsible for their actions – the more people you’re around, the more exposure you 
have and the more potential there is to contracting the virus.   
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• What will happen end of year for the seniors?  CSHS was one of the few high 
schools that had an in-person graduation – with a lot of rules that had to be 
followed.  The larger districts that were to have their graduations in large stadiums 
were canceled.  Last spring – everything was canceled.  We will have to see how 
this year progresses.   

• When will we be back to normal?  We’re making strides – we’re back to face to 
face learning.  We don’t know how long it will be until there’s a vaccine or a “cure” 
for this virus.   The goal is to keep the classes/schools open.  

• School sponsored travel – what’s the baseline for that to return?  When there’s a 
vaccine.  When you travel, there are multiple touches and exposures.  Until there’s 
a vaccine or a treatment that will work, all travel is suspended. 

• Honors/AP/IB/Dual Enrollment on webcams – when will those students return to 
the classes?  That is up to their families.  CSHS has three options – distance 
learning/face to face; AOE (online); AOE with webcam for H/AP/IB/DE. 

• Sports teams/classrooms – why was the whole football team quarantined and not 
the classrooms they were in?  The nature of the football practice (everyone 
touching the ball, including the Coach), the team picture (everyone close without 
masks), the class they took together, and having a 2nd case on the team is what 
caused the football team to be quarantine.  HYPOTHETICALLY…if there was a 
positive on the volleyball team – contact tracing begins with the classes that person 
was in (every teacher has a seating chart) – speaking with the teacher and student 
as to where the student went that day (was the student there all day, did they ride 
the bus, did they use the bathroom, were they in the cafeteria, did they carpool, 
did they walk to class with any other student, were you 6’ away from someone for 
a 10 minute period of time) – that’s how we get the exposure list.  If you were in 
the same class as this person – they were sitting in the back left of the classroom 
and you were sitting in the front right of the classroom and you didn’t have any 
other contact with them – you probably would not have to quarantine.  But those 
sitting in front, in back and alongside the person probably would.  Those parents 
would receive an exposure letter and a phone call from the high school.  Dr. 
Burdick would send a letter to the entire school saying there’s a case at the school 
and if it were two or more cases it would be an outbreak by MCDPH definition – 
then an outbreak letter would go out to all parents at the school.   

• When will clubs resume face to face?  Dr. Burdick spoke to Coach House today – 
the small clubs that can physically distance in a classroom can start meeting face 
to face.  All others, including the Superintendent’s Student Cadre, will meet virtual 
until further notice. 

 
The goal is to keep in person learning in school! 
 

• What if a teacher tests positive?  Some teachers have put up a barrier of tape that 
keeps them 6’ or more away from students.  Teachers were given a mask and 
shield.  If the teacher is asymptomatic, they could teach with distance learning and 
the class would go to a computer lab.  If the teacher was sick, there would be a 
substitute in the class. 
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We have seven physical schools and one online school.  After four weeks, only one school 
has been affected.  There hasn’t been a community spread.  HYPOTHETICALLY…if 
there are 5 positive cases in one elementary classroom – the class could go to distance 
learning, not the school.   
 

• Could the elementary class Zoom in if they are quarantine?  Only the high school 
has the webcam option for AP/IB/H/DE – we do not have enough bandwidth to 
give the option of a webcam in every classroom.  Our infrastructure cannot handle 
the traffic.  Remember, during distance learning all 5,000 students were home and 
NOT using district Wi-Fi.  Dr. Burdick was in a workshop last Friday and she kept 
getting notices that her “connection was unstable” – it was due to teachers testing. 
IT told her to wait until noon, when everyone went to lunch and it would get better.   

• Why not Hybrid/Online?  We talked about this but did not choose.  There would 
have been classes with students last name A-M on Monday and Tuesday; then 
classes with students L-Z on Wednesday and Thursday, Friday would be off for 
the teachers to plan.  This would cut students education time to half.  Teachers 
would be teaching four days and it would be asynchronous for half the time, like 
last spring.  It is not the best format to learn and we didn’t want our students to get 
further behind.  EXAMPLE:  One teacher for AP/IB Physics – teaches A-M for two 
days and then L-Z for two days and on Friday plans for it all.  Also, the Governor’s 
executive order noted that if schools are not physically in person, they have to 
provide a safe space for students to come to.  From 8/17/2020 to 9/8/2020 
CCUSD’s five elementary schools and CSHS were open for students who needed 
somewhere to go for various reasons.  This was staffed with bus drivers, 
secretaries, child nutrition, teachers’ aides staff to oversee the students were safe 
– there were no teachers.  After 9/8/2020 all those people went back to their regular 
jobs – we wouldn’t have anyone to staff the three days of no in person instruction.   

 
II. Distance Learning Debrief 

• A student said they like it – they woke up later, they were home, didn’t have to 
wear a mask and no COVID guidelines. 

• One student said as a new IB student, it didn’t work well – it was harder to 
collaborate. 

• One student who was in IB said it was better than the spring.  It didn’t work too well 
for this IB student due to the rigor and hands on that IB entails. 

 
III. HS dropouts are a huge problem in metro Phoenix but not at CSHS.  What do you 
think would help keep students in school or help them want to stay in school? 

• Phoenix Youth and Ed Commission is an appointed commission in Phoenix.  In 
the inner city there’s a huge drop out problem.  There is no issue like this at CSHS 
– students generally will go online before they would drop out.  What advice would 
you give Phoenix Youth and Ed Commission? 
 The students are probably exhausted and over worked.  Keep the workload 

so the students are engaged but not overworked. 
 Offer cool clubs to be involved in. 
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 More classes that are engaging – if a student receives all “B”s in their 
classes, they receive a special privilege. 

 Have a mentor program where adults can help them navigate the system 
(counselor/teacher). 

 Better communication between teachers and students – if students need an 
extra day to do their work.  Collaboration between teachers and students 

 At CSHS students have EVIT – there are options for everyone to get 
interested in.   

 
IV. Holiday Charity: 

• DCS Toy Drive – this is for foster children who generally don’t have a holiday 
celebration. 

• Sock Drive for JUSTA Center – this is a homeless senior citizen drop in center 
downtown.  They do not live there – they can get a hot meal, a shower, watch 
TV. 

• Suggestions? 
 Students in attendance voted to have a Sock/Mask Drive for JUSTA Center – 

Nicole volunteered to do the flyer. 
 
V. 2020-2021 Suggested Topics 
 
COVID-19  
Question/Comment 
Keeping everyone safe during COVID-19 
Online clubs during COVID-19 
How to navigate between COVID-19 and Zoom 
Use of PPE at school 
How classes and lunch will be structured 
Plans to continue social distancing in either an in-person 
environment or at home 
Students not following safety precautions on campus during 
COVID-19 
How COVID-19 will affect the learning environment 
Back to school transitions 
COVID-19 related rules 
How will students do lunch and passing periods 

 
VI. Student Concerns:  Bullying 
 
VII. Good of the Order 
 

 
 
 
 

Upcoming Meetings 
September 30 – October 28 – November 18 
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November 30 – Joint Meeting with Superintendent’s Community Council 
January 20, 2020 – February 17 

March 29 – Joint Meeting with Superintendent’s Community Council 
March 31 – April 21 

 
Get social with CCUSD 

 

https://www.facebook.com/CaveCreekUSD/
https://www.instagram.com/cavecreekusd93/
https://twitter.com/cavecreekusd93
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCztKhD6SeXLhU1vAHhSr9ZQ

